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Washburne of Illinois likewise introduced one of Republican manufac-
ture. No such procedure was followed by the Senate commerce com-
mittee, dominated by C. C. Clay of Alabama and Robert Toombs, both
of whom were bitter opponents of such expenditures. In fact Clay was
on a rampage against all subsidies; he even made a futile attack on the
small but time-honored bounties paid to the New England fishermen.
Despite the hostility of their commerce committee, a bloc of Repub-
lican and "otherwise minded" Democratic Senators were fighting
vigorously for internal improvements. Zack Chandler, Michigan Repub-
lican, took this matter up just as soon as Kansas was disposed of, and
on May 3 he and Benjamin of Louisiana, an attorney for speculators,
secured approval of a resolution prodding the commerce committee.
Clay responded a fortnight later, not with one bill but with twenty-
three separate ones, each with a single item. In this he followed a pro-
cedure suggested by Pierce to keep out jokers. Two of these bills, caring
for Chicago harbor and Milwaukee, were passed. Then one for She-
boygan was taken up, whereupon Pugh, an Ohio Democrat, moved to
put them all together. In the midst of debate, this proposition had to be
laid aside for essential appropriation bills, and as the end of the session
was near at hand, appropriations for internal improvements seemed
unlikely.
Yet efforts continued right up to the end with Chandler and Pugh
persistently trying to tie favorite items to the sundry civil appropriation
bill. Representative Andrews, a New York Republican, tried to get a
bill calling for $1,100,000 in these projects attached to the last-minute
loan bill; on the next to the last day of the session he failed. So bitter
was the hostility to internal improvements that even the usual light-
house appropriation bill was lost. This modest measure, calling for only
$330,000, was killed by Clay and Toombs when it reached the Senate
on the last day.
The friends of laissez faire and economy could boast also of rebuffs
to many other schemes for government aid. Both the Pacific railroad and
the homestead bills were postponed by the Senate until the short ses-
sion. The agricultural college land-grant bill, though it passed the
House, slept peacefully in the Senate. Patent renewals sought by Colt
for his revolver, by the Chaffee people for vulcanizing rubber and by